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THE CROW’S NEST
News & events from far and wide

Visit tradeaboat.com.au for the latest news updates

SHRINKING 
HALO

B&G have announced the release of two 
new compact pulse compression radome 
units for small boats. 

The HALO20 and HALO20+ radars 
are said to feature the same quality of 
detection and short-range performance 
as existing HALO models, in a 20-inch 
diameter package that weighs only five 
kilograms. 

HALO20 will retail for $2,399 and the 
HALO20+, which offers a few upgraded 
features, will sell for $2,999. Both 
models are scheduled to start shipping in 
December, visit www.bandg.com for all the 
information. 

Sydney City Marine have completed a refit 
of the Royal Australian Navy’s Admiral’s 
Barge; a 12-metre ceremonial vessel that 
was built by Norman R. Wright & Sons and 
commissioned in 1993. 

Fleet Commander RADM Jonathan Mead 
has expressed his satisfaction with the 
standard of work, noting that he’s never 
seen the craft in such excellent condition. 

The work was coordinated by Sydney City 
Marine’s High Tide branch, which offers a 

full range of shipwright services to vessels 
of all sizes. 

Wes Gorman, shipwright manager at 
High Tide, explained, “it was a huge project 
involving both superstructural work and 
engineering. Major mechanical parts 
and engine components that had been 
outmoded had to be re-fabricated or 
repaired. We also installed a new AC system.

“While it’s not an historical vessel, it is 
a classic and all shipwright, painting and 

electrical work had to be in harmony with 
the original build. The last stage will be the 
final finish coat on her superstructure which 
we will undertake during the next docking  
in 12 months.”

The Barge belongs to the RAN’s VIP Boat 
Squadron, which caters to senior officials 
and visiting dignitaries, and is used for 
ceremonial duties during events such as 
Australia Day commemorations. 

VIP Vessel Shines Anew

Aurora Logistics have forecast strong 
numbers for Australian boat manufacturers 
exporting to the US and Europe this summer. 

The Brisbane-based yacht transportation 
specialists have noted that the global 
reputation for Australian boats combined 
with the competitive Australian dollar 
has produces a healthy demand for 
international buyers.

“In the past six months, we transported 
approximately 90 Australian-made boats, 
both privately owned motor yachts, sailing 
yachts and racing vessels ranging from 
25ft to 100ft,” says Aurora Global Logistics 
Director Jason Roberts.

Aurora have observed the effects of a 
fluctuating Australian dollar on international 
yachts sales over recent years and have a 

good understanding of market responses. 
“At the moment, the Australian dollar is 

highly competitive and Australian brands 
are doing very well overseas. Many of them 
export up to 60% of their production,” 
Roberts explains.

“For us, transportation of yachts out 
of Australia has almost doubled over the 
past two years, and the importation of 
superyachts and larger cruising vessels has 
significantly increased as well.”

The marine manufacturing industry 
contributes $1.7-billion to the Australian 
economy each year, according to Superyacht 
Australia (based on figures from a 2017 
KPMG report). Additionally, the sector 
generates close to $200-million per annum in 
tourist and guest-crew spending. 

Aussie Exports Going Strong

CUMBERLAND RECEIVE ACCOLADES

Tourism and business operators from the Whitsindays 
region gathered at the newly refurbished Daydream 
Island Resort during October for the Whitsunday 
Tourism Awards. 

Among the businesses honoured for their 
achievements and contributions to the industry, 
Cumberland Charter Yachts received a silver accolade 
in the Unique Accommodation category. 

Cumberland Charter Yachts have a fleet of 28 
yachts, sailing catamarans and power catamarans, 
which operate from the Coral Sea Marina in the 
Whitsundays. 

NEW ECHO; TWICE AS NICE
Australian builder Echo Yachts have added two 
new 27-metre catamarans to their customisable 
‘Design Collection’ – a Motoryacht configuration 
and another called Shadow. 

External styling and overall layout comes 
courtesy of Misha Merzliakov Yacht Design, 
a Brisbane-based firm who specialise 
in progressive, high-volume boats with 
contemporary good looks. 

Standout features of the new designs include a 
generous beach club and aft entertaining area. The 
layouts have a focus on entertaining, while also 
allowing for a generously spacious master suite

Where the Motoryacht design is geared 
towards stand-alone cruising, the Shadow is 
geared toward a mother-ship support role, and 
comes complete with helipad, dive room and 
decompression chamber. 

Build time is forecast at 18 months for a 
fully-customised 27-metre Echo cat and larger 
variations are currently being developed.

RIV’S MAIN EVENT

Riviera owners will be gathering in Victoria’s 
Port Phillip Bay from November 14 to 17 to 
take part in the annual Riviera Raft Up. 

The Raft Up itself is planned to take 
place on Saturday November 16 near 
Mornington, though it will be delayed until 
the following day if Sunday’s weather is 
preferable. 

If you’re a Riviera owner and are keen 
to take part, contact R Marine Jacksons to 
register. Otherwise, head down to Martha 
Cove on the day to see a string of Rivs in 
their natural habitat. 


